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Campaign for Adult Education to Continue!
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On the 1st of July, 2016, the Voluntary Movement Committee 
decided to continue WEA YMCA CC Cymru’s campaign for a 
broadly defined adult education provision. With a minority 
administration in Cardiff Bay and social, economic and fund-
ing uncertainty following the EU Referendum result, it has 
never been as important to make the case for Adult 
Community Education and its vital contribution towards 
changing lives, securing a vibrant economy and forging 
sustainable communities.
Prior to the 2016 Welsh Assembly Election, national and local 
lobbying took place, four hustings were organised and 
candidates received over 2,300 e-mails as part of our 
electronic campaign. Many thanks to everyone who 
supported this campaign.
The campaign managed to raise the profile of WEA YMCA CC 
Cymru and its activities and many responses and messages of 
support were received. However, there is more progress to be 
made in terms of building a consensus for rebalancing educa-
tional funding across life stages and securing a coordinated 
cross-departmental approach for Adult Community 
Learning. It is also vital to develop an understanding that 
investing in Adult Community Learning could lead to savings 
in budget areas such as health and community development.

Neuadd Ogwen, Bethesda, Hustings. 28th of April, 2016

Dafydd Rhys, Graham Price, Sonia Reynolds, Cathy Clark, Toni 
Schiavone, Mark Isherwood - at the Ivy Bush, Carmarthen.

A small group met in Carmarthen on the 8th of July, 2016 to 
lay the foundations of the new campaign (see photo). 
It was confirmed that the vision of the Pre-election Policy 
Statement was still valid:

http://www.weacymru.org.uk/en/about/public-documents/
pre-election-campaign-2016

Central lobbying and discussions will continue but members’ 
local connections will be crucial in terms of influencing 
politicians and identifying case studies. It was also recognised 
that there is a need for courses and events to prepare 
individuals and communities to engage with democratic 
processes and discussions.
The campaign group will meet again on the29th of September, 
2016 and there will be an opportunity to discuss the way 
forward in the October regional forums.  

The Metropole Hotel, Llandrindod Wells on the 22nd of June, 
2016 witnessed frank exchanges and impassioned pleas 
on aspects of the future of our institution. That part of the 
organisation’s membership which voted ultimately turned 
down proposals put forward by the Council for a new name 
for the organisation and a revised constitution. An alternative 
governance model, proposing a larger Council, gained 
significant support but not enough to win the day. This means 
that we continue with our present title, current governors and 
committees until the 31st of December, 2016; and there will be

a further Extraordinary General Meeting, with new resolutions 
put before members, in the autumn. 
The sole motion which received overwhelming support that 
day called for ensuring that at least one member of staff in the 
revised staffing structure would have the express role of 
supporting Branches, Learner Forums and Regional Forums 
and developing our membership. There was also general 
acclaim for the recent award of an OBE to former WEA Cymru 
Chief Exectutive, Maggi Dawson.   
Stephen Thomas 

An Extraordinary General Meeting
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Regional Forums
Come to discuss further the movement’s new 
constitution and name prior to the October EGM and to 
establish regional campaigns for Adult Education. 
Deborah and Jacqueline Marshall (below) will also run a 
participatory workshop on ‘Gospel Music and Slavery’ 
(at each forum except Cardiff).

North West Regional Forum. Monday, 3rd of October2016, 
11.00 – 13.00am, CIL De Gwynedd, Stad Penamser Estate, 
Porthmadog, LL49 9GB 

North East Regional Forum. Tuesday, 4th of October, 2016,
10.00-12.00am, Gwersyllt Community Resource Centre, 
LL11 4ED

Mid Wales Regional Forum. Tuesday, 4th of October, 2016,
3.00-5.00pm, Elephant and Castle Hotel, Newtown, SY16 2BQ

South West Regional Forum. Wednesday, 5th of October, 2016,
10.30 – 12.30am, YMCA Swansea, 1 Kingsway, SA1 5JQ

Central South Wales Regional Forum. Thursday, 
6th of October, 2016, 
2.00 – 4.00pm, WEA YMCA CC Cymru Office, 
Room 1, Coopers Yard, Cardiff, CF10 5NB

South East Regional Forum. Friday, 7th October, 2016,
1.00 – 3.00pm, St Helen’s Catholic Church Hall, Caerphilly, 
CF83 3FB

Global Community Learning Branch

Visitors to Coleg Harlech

Educational Visit

The branch was established in 2011 in a collaboration between 
WEA South Wales and Cardiff County Council. Since then, the 
branch has promoted Education for Sustainable Development and 
Global Citizenship, organising educational visits and collecting 
resources for overseas aid. Recently they visited the RSPB 
Wetlands, and they have decided to concentrate in 2016-17 on 
raising public awareness of the issues being faced by refugees and 
asylum seekers.

In July a visit was made by members of the family of Thomas 
Ieuan Jeffreys-Jones, the Coleg’s third Warden and Principal. 
Accompanying Ieuan’s son Rhodri was his wife Mary, his 
daughter Gwenda and grand-daughter Josephine. Rhodri, an 
Emeritus Professor of History at Edinburgh University, has a great 
interest in the history of Harlech and is a keen supporter of Adult 
Education and the WEA. Gwenda lives in Spain and works for the 
EU. They had the opportunity to  visit the archives where there 
were documents from the early years including photographs of 
Ieuan and his wife Nancy, who supported the Coleg’s work in 
various ways such as welcoming overseas students. 
In September there will be an exhibition about the histo-
rury of Coleg Harlech at the Coleg.  Details: 01766 780363                                                               
Ceri Lewis

In September there will be an exhibition about the history of 
Coleg Harlech at the Coleg.  Details: 01766 780363         Ceri Lewis               

  Inspire Awards
  2016

On 21 May, over 80 learners from Martyn Watkins’s South East 
Wales sugar-craft classes visited the British Sugar-craft Guild’s 
Exhibition in Telford.

Please contact us for further information.
You are welcome to send stories and information to

Dafydd Rhys: dafydd.rhys@weacymru.org.uk
Tel: 07887 954301

Members of the Unit 10 Branch, Port Talbot, have received 
recognition for their voluntary work for WEA YMCA CC 
Cymru. This was as part of the Volunteers Week organised 
by WCVA and Volunteering Wales. The branch runs classes 
and workshops and recycles wood, selling benches and craft 
items to the community.

Volunteering Award for Unit 10          

Congratulations to Joshua Dance who 
received a Progress Award;

and Clare Louise James who received 
  a Health and Wellbeing Award.
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